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(d) Freedom of action. (1) Any griev-
ant, witness, representative or other 
person involved in a proceeding here-
under shall be free from any restraint, 
interference, coercion, harassment, dis-
crimination, or reprisal in those pro-
ceedings or by virtue of them. The For-
eign Affairs agencies recognize their 
obligation to insure compliance with 
this section. Any person involved or 
having immediate knowledge of any al-
leged breach of this section should call 
it to the attention of the pertinent for-
eign affairs agency through appro-
priate channels for corrective action as 
necessary. Normally such allegations 
should be brought to the attention of 
the senior agency official at the post; 
and at Washington, DC, to the Direc-
tor, Grievance Staff for State; Chief, 
Employee Relations Branch for AID 
and Chief, Employee-Management Re-
lations Division for USIA. 

(2) The grievant has the right to a 
representative of the grievant’s own 
choosing at every stage of the pro-
ceedings. The grievant and repre- 
sentative(s) who are under the control, 
supervision, or responsibility of the 
Foreign Affairs agencies shall be grant-
ed reasonable periods of administrative 
leave to prepare, to be present, and to 
present the grievance. 

(3) Any witness under the control, su-
pervision, or responsibility of a For-
eign Affairs agency shall be granted 
reasonable periods of administrative 
leave to appear and testify at any such 
proceeding. 

(4) The Foreign Service Grievance 
Board established hereunder shall have 
authority to ensure that no copy of the 
determination of the agency head or 
designee to reject a Grievance Board 
recommendation, no notation of the 
failure of the Grievance Board to find 
for the grievant, and no notation that 
a proceeding is pending or has been 
held, shall be entered in the personnel 
records of the grievant (unless by order 
of the Grievance Board as a remedy for 
the grievance) or those of any other of-
ficer or employee connected the griev-
ance. The Foreign Affairs agencies 
shall maintain grievance records under 
appropriate safeguards to preserve con-
fidentiality (§ 16.9). 

§ 16.3 Access to records. 
(a) Grievance Board records. The griev-

ant and the grievant’s representative 
shall have access to the record of pro-
ceedings, including the decision of the 
Board. 

(b) Agency records. (1) In considering 
the validity of a grievance, the Griev-
ance Board shall have access, to the ex-
tent permitted by law, to any agency 
record considered by the Board to be 
relevant to the grievant and the sub-
ject matter of the grievance. 

(2) The agency shall, subject to appli-
cable law, promptly furnish the griev-
ant any agency record which the griev-
ant requests to substantiate the griev-
ance and which the agency or the 
Grievance Board determines is relevant 
and material to the proceeding. When 
deemed appropriate by the agency or 
the Board, a grievant may be supplied 
with only a summary of extract of clas-
sified material. If a request by a griev-
ant for a document is denied prior to or 
during the agency’s consideration of a 
grievance, such denial may be raised by 
the grievant as an integral part of the 
grievance before the Board. 

(3) These regulations do not require 
disclosure of any official agency record 
to the Grievance Board or a grievant 
where the head of agency or deputy de-
termines in writing that such disclo-
sure whould adversely affect the for-
eign policy or national security of the 
United States. 

§ 16.4 Time limits for grievance filing. 
(a) A grievance concerning a con-

tinuing practice or condition may be 
presented at any time if its adverse ef-
fect is presently continuing. Docu-
ments contained in official employee 
personnel files, for example, shall be 
deemed to constitute a continuing con-
dition. 

(b) Subject to paragraph (a) of this 
section, a grievance under these regu-
lations is forever barred, and the Griev-
ance Board shall not consider or re-
solve the grievance, unless the griev-
ance is presented within a period of 3 
years after the occurrence or occur-
rences giving rise to the grievance, ex-
cept that if the grievance arose earlier 
than 2 years prior to the effective date 
of these regulations, the grievance 
shall be so barred, and no considered 
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